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PARTNERSHIP FOR HUMANITY 
 
At the general business meeting on May 31, the Vienna 
Philharmonic accepted an invitation to become Goodwill 
Ambassadors for the International Institute for Applied 
System Analysis (IIASA), a leading international research 
institute with headquarters in Austria, working to solve the 
most pressing problems of humanity. The following article, 
which was written by numerous members of the IIASA, 
presents the history and goals of this institution. 
 
Music elevates the spirit into spheres well beyond the self-
established limits of the individual. In these dimensions, 
fantasy is allowed free reign, occupying itself with chance or 
even apparently paradoxical phenomena and developing 
ideas and impulses which in turn can inspire new concepts 
and methods of approach. 

 

 

 
Music and science have much in common. Science aims to to overcome the material world, 
attempting to comprehend the traces of the mystical and ephemeral at a high intellectual and 
emotional level of understanding. Music and science possess transformative power: they have 
the ability to portray the world as it is and as it could be. One of the declared goals of the 
Vienna Philharmonic is to communicate the humanitarian message of music into the daily lives 
and consciousness of its listeners.  To augment this, the Philharmonic now intends to support 
the work being done by IIASA - a scientific research institute founded 40 years ago which, like 
the Philharmonic, makes its home in Austria. Today the IIASA has nineteen member 
organizations from Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe and is a pioneering leader in its efforts 
to find solutions for global challenges such as hunger, air pollution, global warming and human 
safety. 
 
IIASA was founded in October 1972, when representatives of the former Soviet Union, the 
United States and ten other countries met in London to formulate and sign the charter for the 
establishment of the International Institute for Applied System Analysis. This new form of 
international cooperation during the cold war was the high point in the six year effort for 
rapprochement, which was primarily promoted by US President Lyndon B. Johnson and the 
Soviet Premiere Alexei Kosygin. 
 
On the basis of its extensive experience as a diplomatic intermediary in the post-war years, 
Austria announced its willingness to provide IIASA with Laxenburg Palace as a location for its 
headquarters. Thus, at the place where Empress Maria Theresia once held court for the 
aristocracy and higher public officials, scientists from both sides of the iron curtain came 
together in a common search for the answers to humanity's major questions. To this end, 
physicists, chemists, mathematicians, computer scientists, economists, hydrologists, ecologists, 
demographists - all leading scientists in their home countries - became the first to conduct 
international research from a systems-analytical perspective. 
 
When the cold war ended, IIASA was part of a small but globally connected group of institutions 
with international influence which altered scientific thinking. With the dissolution of borders  
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separating Eastern and Western Europe, the importance of IIASA as an independent and 
apolitical institution became even better established. Today, 200 scientists from 50 countries are 
working at Laxenburg Palace on scientific, humanitarian and ecological aspects of global 
change, including energy and climate change; food and water; poverty and equitable 
distribution of resources. In addition, IIASA cooperates with 300 research partners world-wide, 
among them academic, public and private institutions, to solve the most pressing humanitarian 
and ecological problems on regional, national and international levels. 
 
Austria can justifiably be proud of this research institution for which 40 years ago it provided a 
home. Today in the imperial halls, where at one time the Emperor Franz Joseph and his palace 
officials discussed pressing matters of state, the scientists of IIASA now discuss deforestation and 
food production, as well as optimizing land development in regions which are exposed to 
extreme weather and natural catastrophes and in which scarcity of water is dominant. In the 
rooms where in 1858 Empress Elizabeth gave birth to her only unfortunate son and heir 
apparent, Crown Prince Rudolph, discussions now turn to strategies of improvement in mother 
and child care, fighting poverty and sustainable economical growth. Under the mighty 
chandeliers which hang from the ceilings of the palatial apartments, experienced scientists deal 
with questions of energy production through solar panels in the Sahara or the challenges of 
providing clean energy for the three billion people on our planet who are still forced to prepare 
their meals over wood and kerosene. Through the efforts of IIASA, Laxenburg Palace has 
become a meeting place of young, highly talented scientists from industrial nations and 
developing countries, who as part of the IIASA Young Scientists Summer Program (YSSP), are 
confronted with new methods of thinking. 
 
With the support of the host country of Austria and the National Member Organizations 
(NMOs), IIASA has developed from an attempt at international cooperation at a time of global 
tension into an international institution with world-wide influence, striving for neither power nor 
profit, but working for the wellbeing of all humanity. With this in mind, IIASA looks forward 
with pride and pleasure to the coming years of cooperation with the Vienna Philharmonic. 
 
 


